
TOWN OF OKOTOKS 

SEP 18 2024 

RECEIVED 
Brad & Sherry Hemus 

33 Larkspur Bend 

Okotoks, AB T1S3K7 
brad.hemus@gmail.com 
September 18, 2024 

Okotoks Town Council 

Dear Town Council Members, 

As residents of D’Arcy, my wife Sherry and | are writing to introduce a petition to oppose Bylaw 

27-24 to amend the Land Use Bylaw 17-21 by redesignating the 4.10 acers of land comprising 

Lot 3, Block 9, Plan 181 0640 from Agricultural and land Holdings District (ALC) to 

Neighbourhood Core (NC) District. 

The attached petition, which has garnered support from 120+ residents in just six days outlines 

our concerns. 

Of the 120+ D’Arcy residents we spoke with, 95% disagree with the proposed re-zoning. The 

remaining 5% were divided between supporting it or needing more time to decide. It seems 

reasonable to conclude these percentages accurately reflect the opinion of the community. We 

understand the small community garden will remain regardless of this re-zoning, however, re- 

zoning the entire parcel Recreation & Open Spaces District (ROS) would be far more desirable 

and address these concers. 

Additional themes emerging from discussions with residents include: 

e concerns over traffic congestion in and out of D’Arcy and the related increased safety 
risks of exiting in the event of a fire or disaster 

e addition strain on the Town’s limited water supply 

e many seniors who purchased homes feel they were mislead regarding the future of the 

community. This includes the north side of Iris Crescent where some were told similar 

structures would be built behind them where the 3 story rentals units are under 

construction. Some claim they don’t have the energy or resources to move again. 

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Brad & Sherry Hemus: _ 

ph (403)634-5023 

Attachment: Petition: Opposition to Re-Zoning Proposal for bylaw 27-24: Lot 3, Block 9, Plan 

1810640 
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Petition Title: Opposition to Re-Zoning Proposal for Bylaw 27-24: Lot 3, Block 9, Plan 

1810640 

Introduction: We, the undersigned residents of D’Arcy Okotoks, are writing to express our 
strong opposition to the proposed re-zoning of Lot 3, Block 9, Plan 1810640, which is currently 

designated as Agriculture and Land Holdings District (ALH) to Neighborhood Core (NC) 
District. 

e Bylaw 27-24 - The Purpose of Bylaw 27-24 15 to amend the Land 

Use Bylaw 17-21 by by redesignatmg approximately 1.66 

hectares (4.10 acres) of land comprising Lot 3. Block 9. Plan 181 
0640 from Agriculture and Land Holdings District (ALH) to 

Neighbourhood Core (NC) District. 

D'Arcy Phase 14 A 
Land Use Redesignation be 
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Reasons for Opposition: 

1. Negative Impact on Residential Character 

The proposed re-zoning will alter the character and appearance of our neighborhood. As per the 
website https://darcyokotoks.com/community, our community boasts “Open spaces and parks are 

f D?ARCY’s ni i ive lifestyle that residents value”. The screenshot below 
taken from the website late in July 2024 clearly shows that the agricultural land proposed for 

re-zoning as “community gardens”: 



- COMMUNITY 
GARNENS 

nA w darcyokotoks.com @ 

Replacing this community garden with a 70 unit condominium complex will undoubtedly 
negatively impact the adjacent property curb appeal and values. It will also increase an already 

very high density residential population! If this land was planned to be designated as R3, that 
should have been clearly reflected on the website to avoid deceiving property buyers. 

2. Increased Traffic and Safety Concerns 

Traffic and parking required to accommodate the nearby future schools and sports fields 
combined with the following adjacent developments will undoubtably result in 600+ new 
residents and vehicles resulting in traffic and parking congestion. 

- Aspire Developments rental apartment buildings (Town of Okotoks Development Permit 
134-20 specifies 185 units). Western Wheel states 150 units. 

- Partner’s Development Group 112 unit, twelve three story rentals 

These two projects alone add between 262 and 297 rental units to the community. Building an 
additional 70 unit condominium complex will exacerbate these issues. Increased residential 
traffic poses safety risks, particularly for children and elderly residents who use local sidewalks 
and crosswalks regularly.



3. Precedent for Future Re-Zoning 

Allowing this re-zoning sets a concerning precedent for future development in our area. It could 

lead to a cascade of similar requests, further eroding the character of our neighborhood and 
overwhelming our local 

Conclusion 

infrastructure. 

For these reasons, we urge the Okotoks Town Council to reject the proposed re-zoning. We 
believe that preserving the current zoning designation is a crucial proactive step towards 

mitigating these concerns, maintaining the integrity of our community, and ensuring the 
well-being of its residents. 
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Allowing this re-zoning sets a concerning precedent for future development in our area. It could 

lead to a cascade of similar requests, further eroding the character of our neighborhood and 
overwhelming our local infrastructure. 

Conclusion 

For these reasons, we urge the Okotoks Town Council to reject the proposed re-zoning. We 

believe that preserving the current zoning designation is a crucial proactive step towards 
mitigating these concerns, maintaining the integrity of our community, and ensuring the 

well-being of its residents. 
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TOWN OF OKOTOKS 

SEP 18 2024 

RECEIVED 
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