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A fun & safe dedicated youth space

The Okotoks Youth Centre is intended for youth ages 12-17

(teens 18 years are welcome until they graduate Grade 12).

The Okotoks Youth Centre is located on the lower level of the
Okotoks Recreation Centre, adjacent to the skate park. It has
been equipped specifically for youth with a TV lounge that
includes a flat screen TV, a PlayStation 4 gaming console, a
pool table, air hockey table, a homework area with computers
and workstations, and a multi-purpose area for games,

programs, and activities.

The Okotoks Youth Centre is supervised by trained,

responsible staff on-site during all operational hours.

Challenges

The current lower level, multi-room location poses accessibility

and supervisory challenges.

Our Goal

To create a fun, dedicated youth space at the Okotoks

Recreation Centre that makes youth feel safe and welcome.

2023-2024
TIMELINE

SEPT - NOV: In-
person youth
engagement
opportunities at
schools, local youth
events and at Town
of Okotoks Youth
Night.

OCT - NOV: Seek
input from parents
and guardians
through online
survey.

DEC 11: Present
findings to Council.

Q1, 2024: Begin
construction

Q1, 2024: Youth
engagement for
Youth Centre colour
scheme and
furnishings

Q3, 2024: Complete
construction
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ENGAGEMENT
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YOUTH
ENGAGEMENT

Q1: What might stop you from hanging
out at the Youth Centre?

26%
| don’t

have a way 33%
to get | didn’t

there or to know there

was a Youth
Centre

get home

\ don't feel safe | to get there, or to ante

~ going-alone
transportation

‘ What might stop you from hanging out
at the Youth Centre? -

staff
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Q2: We want you to feel safe at the

Youth Centre. What does safety look like

to you?

Safe physical location
Safe interaction with other youth
Inclusiveness

Supervisor/police presence

Safe interaction
with other youth

‘ 18%

19%

21%

31%

less scary people

drug-free
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Q3: What would make the Youth Centre a place
you would want to hang out more often?

Video Games,
Arcade &

Virtual Reality
Education
Programs &
Library

Board Games
& Fun
Activites

Comfy
Furniture &
Inviting
Decor

Sports &
More Gym,
Pool, Arena

Time

Facility
Improvements

Increased
Staff &
Security

CEINEEIES
(Pool, Air
Hockey, etc.)

Increased
Hours
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Q1: If you have youth ages 12-17 in your
home, do they regularly (at least once per
month) attend the Youth Centre?

Yes

r.l I: _
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Q2: Why do youth in your home choose not
to attend the Youth Centre regularly?

| don't allow

them to go 17.74%

They don’t have a
way to get there or
to get home

4.84%

They don’t enjoy the
activities offered

19.35%

Our family didn’t know
there was a Youth
Centre in town

2
&
¥

They don't
feel safe )
Other (please
% e N Mn- rr|end5 don't go Not aware

Not aware NOt ”TtereSted Not allowed

Not interested E Fnendsdontgo
Busy Busy Not aware sy Not aware
wema  Notinterested | na = Busy
s BUSY Negatlve stlgma
- et Rft allowed B
» Friénds don't go_s» Busy 4. Busy >
o7 Not interested
Not aware © Not aIIowed

Negative stigma
Mot allowed
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Q3: What do you like most about the Youth
Centre?
Friday Youth Night
Free Clean

Freeaom

Free ¢
Aclwmes Offered school Prog

_Place to 'Hangoutiou

Clean
outh Fo

SafesafeF'€€Byilding Location

Safe After-school Program

Accessibility Gameg Tableg Hours

Q4: What would you like to see improved
at the Youth Centre?

servisi -~ Supervision - Adyvertisin
Amenmes 1

Debit Friendly Canteen

Diverse Activities / Programs vson Snervision

ArtS A r-t S

“ Accessibility

Accessibility
Advertising

Lighting & Visibility Amenities Arts S
Arts Safety & Security

Lighting & Visibility
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Q5: Please rank the following options from
1 to 4, with 1 being the most important. As a
parent or guardian, what is most important
to you as we move forward with building a
new Youth Centre?

Safety &
visibility

Low or
no cost

Accessibility,
including
transportation

Inclusive space,
barrier free &
multicultural
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Q6: What hours would work best with your
family for your child to attend the Youth
Centre?

Weekdays,
hefore school

Weekdays, 3 -
& [

Weekdays, & -
10 pam.

Weekends, 2
a.m. - 12 p.m.

Weekends, 12
p.m. - & p.m.

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20540 0% 40% 50% G0% 70%

10
\Nee\(e“ds' ° -\w of Hours

\[ar\e
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Q7: In your opinion, what age range should
the Youth Centre be for?

o B _

12 - 17 yrs

a-17 yrs

0% 10% 20% 0% 40% 50%
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on findings from the youth and parent/guardian engagement, the new Youth Centre should
meeting the following requirements:

* Focus on accessibility, inclusion, diversity, safety and affordability

¢ Increase awareness of the youth centre

e Consider transportation options to improve access

e Provide diverse activities and programming within the Youth Centre

* Provide access to affordable food options

¢ Increase supervision of the Youth Centre

e Align hours of Youth Centre with demand

e Continue serving ages 12-17 years

NEXT STEPS

Q4, 2023: Present engagement findings to Council at the Regular Council Meeting on December 11.

Q1, 2024: Move forward with the Youth Centre relocation and construction to create a new
space on the main floor of the Okotoks Recreation Centre that will improve accessibility and
safety for youth within the facility.

Proposed project cost: $125,000

Approved by Council at the Special Council Meeting on November 27, 2023.

Q1, 2024:Engage youth in the interior design colour scheme and furnishings.

Q3, 2024: Grand opening of new Youth Centre. Stay tuned for a grand opening celebration.

okotoks.ca/youth-centre-reimagined




