
From:  < >  
Sent: Sunday, September 6, 2020 10:23 AM 
To: LegislativeServices <legislativeservices@okotoks.ca> 
Subject: MDP Comment submission 
 
Hello, 
 
I would like to voice my opposition to the MDP regarding a change in land status for the 
parcel of land directly north of the Okotoks Airport. 
 
Currently it is beautiful farmland. 
 
I do not want this land changed to "future employment lands". 
 
This would change the beauty and atmosphere of Air Ranch and drastically effect my 
property value and all property values for residents in Air Ranch.  I will remind you  I 
already pay excessively high property taxes. 
 
I am growing tired of the constant so called improvements in Okotoks that are resulting 
in the degradation of our town that could be described as "quaint" and "small town".  I 
don't  want a town that feels like Calgary.  
 
Perhaps we need new representation in Okotoks town council.  
 
Chria Lyons 
 

 
  



From:  < >  
Sent: Monday, September 7, 2020 9:51 PM 
To: LegislativeServices <legislativeservices@okotoks.ca> 
Subject: Okotoks Municipal Development Plan 
 

September 7, 2020 
 

Okotoks Town Council, 
 

Re:        Okotoks Municipal Development Plan 
 

Reading through the ‘Draft – Municipal Development Plan (MDP) I have concerns about 
the lack of back-up supporting a number of the planning areas.  
Rather than a list, I ask Council to review the following four issues.  
 

First 
Page Xi,             The first sentence in GOALS states, “The goals for the MDP are 
adapted from the One Planet Living Framework.” 
The charity, Bioregional, has since July 2019, received financial support for this 
program from KR Foundation. The Foundation’s mission is “Address the root causes of 
Climate Change and environmental degradation.”               “Keeping fossil fuels in the 
ground.”           Check the websites of both Bioregional and  KR Foundation.  
Given the MDP is a statutory plan and the Province of Albert is a major ‘fossil fuel’ 
resource, are there not other similar programs which could be utilized? 
 

Second 
Page Xiii            Zero Carbon Energy     ‘Okotoks is a leader in net zero carbon energy’ 
Does this statement refer to the community of Okotoks or only the facilities and 
equipment owned and operated by the Town of Okotoks?  
Looking at my own situation I don’t feel included, nor do I sense the balance of 
residences and commercial buildings or School Board buildings and equipment fit that 
statement. 
 
Third & Fourth 
We also need to question the ability to achieve Zero Waste and how to eradicate 
Poverty. Both have been a fact of life for millennia. 
I somehow doubt mankind has ever been without dealing with waste and having a 
segment of the population living in relative poverty.  
For some, poverty is a matter of circumstance and for others it is a matter of choices 
made or not made.  
 
Thank you for considering this input towards this important next step for the citizens of 
Okotoks.  
 
              Russ Wheatley 
                             , Okotoks AB 
  



From: Steven Gilks < >  
Sent: Tuesday, September 8, 2020 2:14 PM 
To: LegislativeServices <legislativeservices@okotoks.ca> 
Subject: MDP - Air Ranch & Ranchers Rise Concerns  
 
Hello, 
 
Our family and the community as a whole have concerns regarding density build up and 
the issues arising from that.  Here is a list we’ve talked about:  
1. From our community looking west, many of us (including myself) purchased 
homes that have views of the mountains.  Future development to the west should not 
have tall structures that would impede said views. 
2. 48 Street E, and traffic issues.  Speaking with other members of the community 
there was a great deal of miscommunication regarding 48 St E.  Most where either not 
aware or where told when buying/building that 48 St was not going to connect to 
Milligan Dr.  Since the joining of 48 St and Milligan Dr the traffic on 48 St has spiked and 
long with that the sound volume has increased.  All backing onto 48 St have had their 
quite homes now penetrated with traffic sound.  This goes for many residences in Drake 
landing as well.  With future builds on the east side of 48 St the amount of traffic will 
only increase, and it will be a loss of rich Alberta prairie views to the community as well.  
At the vary least a sound wall should be constructed to help with the traffic volume.  
Even better with conjunction of the sound wall the road should be moved east, giving 
greater distance from the road for sound travel and safety. 
3. There doesn’t seem to be much of a buffer between the Future Employment 
Zone and our community.  Which will again have a traffic impact as well as a potential 
decrease in our property values.  With more need of a sound wall and further spacing 
from the road. 
 
Many have moved into Ranchers Rise with the dream of a quite community with 
generous space to raise our children and get away from the big city feel.  That was lost 
when 48 St and Milligan became connected.  Please help and understand our concerns 
as to mitigate future loss.  Thank you.   
 
Regards, 
 
Steven Gilks 
 
Cell       (403)  
  



From: Alex Ross < >  
Sent: Tuesday, September 8, 2020 5:17 PM 
To: LegislativeServices <legislativeservices@okotoks.ca> 
Subject: RE: MDP  
 
To Mayor and Council of the Town of Okotoks 
 
I hereby oppose the suggested MDP for the area north and south east of Air 
Ranch/Ranchers Rise – along 48th Street. The “future employment zone” or “non- 
residential” suggests industrial use beside a high-end residential area. Not only will this 
development further increase the traffic in this area, but will also reduce the value of our 
properties. 
A mixed residential development along 48th street and commercial zoning in between 
the residential and the industrial zone , towards Highway 2 would serve the residents in 
this area much better. It would act as a buffer towards the industrial zoning that is 
supposed to be accessed from highway 2.  
Alternatively, switching the quarter section of non-residential zone closer to highway 2 
and keep 48th St. residential with a retail commercial component catering to a complete 
community in this neighbourhood would be an improvement of the current MDP. 
Best regards, 
A. Ross 

 
Okotoks 
  



From: Mandy Patterson < >  
Sent: Tuesday, September 8, 2020 9:33 PM 
To: LegislativeServices <legislativeservices@okotoks.ca> 
Subject: RDBA - MDP Feedback 
 
 
Hello, 
Please find attached a report prepared by the River District Business Association in 
regards to the Municipal Development Plan.  
Colleen Thome asked that we submit it so that it could be added to the other documents 
for Town Councils consideration.  
 
 
 
 
Mandy Patterson 
President 
River District Business Association 
 
  









From: Lara McCully < >  
Sent: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 11:20 AM 
To: LegislativeServices <legislativeservices@okotoks.ca> 
Subject: Proposed MDP in Air Ranch 
 
Dear Honorable Mayor Robertson and Okotoks Town Council: 
  
This letter is to inform you that we are in opposition to the proposed MDP for the area 
north and south east of Air Ranch/Ranchers Rise (along 48th Street). 
  
A future ‘employment zone/non- residential’ area implies industrial use. To build this 
beside one of the few picturesque and peaceful high-end residential areas in Okotoks, 
filled with seniors and wildlife is not congruent to making Okotoks a desirable 
destination or future home for more families.  
  
It will further increase our already dangerous traffic and speeding issue on 48th street 
and severely reduce the value of our homes (and so many of us are already 
tremendously struggling with the oil industry downturn and then Covid-19). 
  
With just a small amount of effort, I am certain we can collaborate on a new and better 
idea for land use (members of this community have many excellent ideas on how to 
create a win-win for both ourselves and the town of Okotoks). I’m excited to find a 
solutions that allow me to continue to boast about Okotoks and bring new families here, 
knowing (as a Realtor) I am being truthful when I say they will LOVE where they live. 
  
Kindest Thoughts, 
  
Lara McCully 
  

 
Okotoks 
  



From: Debbie Russell < >  
Sent: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 11:39 AM 
To: LegislativeServices <legislativeservices@okotoks.ca> 
Subject: Proposed MDP in Air Ranch 
 
To Mayor and Council of the Town of Okotoks 
 
We hereby oppose the suggested MDP for the area north and south east of Air 
Ranch/Ranchers Rise - along 48th Street. 
The residential area here is high end and any industrial area here will increase traffic 
and reduce our property values even further.  
It makes much more sense to have additional residential and retail along 48th Street.  
This would also be a positive move for the Air Ranch/Ranchers Rise and Future Ranch 
communities. 
 
 
Sincerely  
Debbie and Dave Russell 

 
 




